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TITLE: Naked Mole Rat (Heterocephalus glaber) Breeding and Colony 

Management 
SCOPE:   Animal Care Personnel 
RESPONSIBILITY:  Facility Manager, Technical Staff, Veterinary Staff 
PURPOSE: To Outline the Proper Procedures for Breeding Colony 

Management of Heterocephalus glaber 
_____________________           
I. PURPOSE 
 

1. To ensure the highest quality of animal health and preclude the development of 
spontaneous diseases or disorders, which could compromise the integrity of studies 
and the interpretation of results. 
 

2. To ensure personnel breeding USDA covered naked mole rats perform their duties in a 
manner that complies with all current governing laws, regulations and guidelines. 

 
II. 
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IV. PROCEDURES 

1. Pre-partum (prior to birth) 
a. Mark the cage of a pregnant female. 
b. Cages should be kept clean by cages changes shortly before expected 

delivery date to avoid cleaning during the period after birth as described 
below. 
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