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TITLE:     Rodent Health Surveillance 
SCOPE:   All Animal Care Personnel 
RESPONSIBILITY:  Veterinarians, All Animal Program Personnel 
PURPOSE: To Establish the Proper Guidelines for Monitoring Health Status of Rodent 

Populations  
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

1. To define the microbial status of rodent colonies, surveillance is conducted for sub-clinical, clinical 
diseases and opportunistic agents that could jeopardize the validity and reproducibility of research 
data, complicating its interpretation. 

  
II. RESPONSIBILITY 
 

1. The veterinarians oversee all aspects of animal health and are assisted by all program staff. 
 

2. The Assistant Director is responsible for ensuring that all practices are implemented by Facility 
Managers. 

 
3. The Facility Manager is responsible for ensuring that all technical and animal care staff are 

adequately trained and experienced in rodent health surveillance procedures. 
 

4. The Assistant Director is responsible for coordinating these rodent health procedures, submitting 
samples for evaluation, recording results, and reporting findings to the Director or designee. 

 
III.   PROCEDURES 
 

1. At the defined intervals established below , current rodent invent or ies are sampled by  room 
using an  exhaust  air dust (EAD)  collection method and PCR testing : 

a. Tecniplast Interceptor 
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environment (e.g., Interceptor filters, IVC exhaust plenums). Husbandry procedures in accordance 
with SOP 413 entitled Isolation Rodent Husban dry and Use  
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