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Good morning and welcome! Thank you, Monty, for that wonderful 

introduction. I’m thrilled to be with you today to celebrate the arrival of the 

Research Vessel Western Flyer, which will be a tremendous addition to the 

Florida Institute of Oceanography’s fleet.  

 

Environmental and oceanographic sciences play a vital role in our economy 

and in our daily lives – not just here in Florida, but around the globe —and 

USF is uniquely positioned to make a big impact in this area. That’s why we 

have identified this as an important area of focus in our university’s 

strategic plan.  

 

There is so much incredible momentum in this exciting field here in St. 

Petersburg. I’d like to take a moment to thank everyone who has joined us 

here today for this wonderful celebration, including our USF Board of 

Trustees members and the USF St. Petersburg campus board.  

 

USF hosts the Florida Institute of Oceanography, or FIO, a statewide 

organization that is making a world-class impact. With the addition of the 

Western Flyer, FIO is poised to advance USF and our State University 

System institutions into an exciting new era of marine science research and 

education. We have truly arrived on a world stage for oceanographic 

science.  



The Western Flyer will be the most technologically advanced ship in the 

FIO fleet. It is capable of longer missions carrying more scientists and 

students and will allow for more interdisciplinary expeditions and research 

opportunities.  

 

The ship will inspire 



Next, a transformative state budget was finalized by the state legislature 

and signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis, and it included significant new 

increases in recurring operational funding and investments in other top-

priority projects.



Thank you again for being here, and with that, I’d like to introduce a fellow 

Bull and terrific partner of our university to say a few words. Please join me 

in welcoming to the podium St. Petersburg Mayor, Ken Welch. Go Bulls!  


