
 

Varsha (Hariram) Rallapalli 
Assistant Professor 

 

4202 E Fowler Avenue PCD1017 

Tampa, FL 33620 

813-974-9794  

vrallapalli@usf.edu 

 

EDUCATION 
 

2017  Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 

Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 
   

2014  Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) 

Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 
   

2010  Bachelor of Science (B.Sc., Speech & Hearing) 

All India Institute of Speech and Hearing, Mysore, India 
   

POSITIONS & EMPLOYMENT 
 

2024 -   Assistant Professor 

University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 
   

2021 – 2024  Research Assistant Professor 

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 
   

2017 – 2021  Post-doctoral Scholar 

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 
   

2012 – 2015  Research Assistant 

Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 
   

2011, 2015 – 

2017 

 Teaching Assistant 

Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 
   

2010 – 2012  Audiology Assistant 

Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 
   

GRANT AWARDS 
 

  Submitted Grants 

2023  NIDCD Low Risk Clinical Trials in Communication Disorders (R01DC021674) 

¶ Title: Individual variability in speech in noise listening with hearing aid signal processing 

¶ Role: Principal Investigator (Co-Is: Dr. Erol Ozmeral, Dr. Kwang-Youn Kim) 

2022  NIDCD Low Risk Clinical Trials in Communication Disorders (R01DC020970) 

¶ Title: Hearing aid outcomes in realistic spatial conditions

Role: 

mailto:varsha.rallapalli@northwestern.edu




 

  Rallapalli, V., & Heinz, M. (2016). Neural Spike-Train Analyses of the Speech-Based Envelope 

Power Spectrum Model: Application to Predicting Individual Differences with Sensorineural 

Hearing Loss. Trends in Hearing, 20, 1-14. 
   

  Rallapalli, V., & Alexander, J. (2015). Neural-Scaled Entropy predicts the effects of nonlinear 

frequency compression on speech perception. 



 

  Rallapalli, V., Freyman, R., & Souza, P. (2022, August). 



 
   

  Rallapalli, V., Mueller, A.*, Appleton, R. & Souza, P. (2018, April). Survey of hearing aid signal 

processing features across manufacturers. Poster presented at the American Academy of 

Audiology Annual Conference 2018, Nashville, TN. 
   

  Rallapalli, V., & Alexander, J. (2017, March). Individual differences in temporal envelope 

processing with amplitude compression. Poster presented at the 44th Annual Scientific & 

Technology Meeting of the American Auditory Society, Scottsdale, AZ. 
   

  Rallapalli, V., & Alexander, J. (2016, March). Acoustic effects of amplitude and frequency 

compression on high-frequency speech. Poster presented at the 43rd Annual Scientific & 

Technology Meeting of the American Auditory Society, Scottsdale, AZ. 
   

  Hariram, V.





 

MENTORSHIP 
 

  Doctoral-level Capstone Projects, Northwestern University 

2023 -   Mentor, Yu-Hsuan Huang 

Topic: Comparison Of Speech Quality Between Mixture-Based And Source-Based Compression  

2023 -   Mentor, Christina Yue 

Topic: Speech quality with novel curvilinear compression  

2022 – 2023  Mentor, Marina Cox 

Topic: Clinically relevant acoustic capabilities of open-source hearing aids 

2021 – 2022  Mentor, Elise Norrid 

Topic: Comparison of microphone directionality of an open-source hearing aid to a commercial 

device 

2020 – 2021  Co-mentor, Jessica Ramos 

Topic: Sound Level Meter Applications in Home Environments 

2020 – 2021  Co-mentor, EmilyAnn Duffley 

Topic: Remote Audiometry with AMTAS FLEX (Listeners with Hearing Loss) 

2020 – 2021  Co-mentor, Alexis Berko 

Topic: Remote Audiometry with AMTAS FLEX (Listeners with Normal Hearing) 

2018 – 2019  Co-mentor, Sarah Whittaker  

Topic: Effect of Frequency Lowering Fitting Method on Speech Intelligibility 

2017 – 2018  Committee member, Sarah Black  

Topic: Survey of Audiologists on Screening for Cognitive Decline 
  



 

2024  Acoustical Society of America Early Career Travel Award ($500) 

2023 – 2024  Fellow of the Hugh Knowles Hearing Center, Northwestern University 

2023  Acoustical Society of America Early Career Travel Award ($1000) 

2023  Knowles Travel Award for Fellows ($1500) 

2020  Meritorious Poster Submission (ASHA Convention)                                                                              

2019  ASHA Lessons for Success Program (Invited Participant)                                                                           

2019  Postdoc Professional Development Travel Award, Northwestern University ($500.00)                                                                                                       

2018  International Hearing Aid Conference Student Scholarship                                                                                                         

2018  Postdoc Professional Development Travel Award, Northwestern University ($500.00)                                                                                                       

2016  Ringel Research Award, Purdue University ($500.00)   

2016  Compton Graduate Research Travel Award, Purdue University ($500)                                                                                     

2016, 2017  PGSG Travel Grant, Purdue University ($500, $250)                                                                                                          

2011, 2012  Susan and Bryan Erler Scholarship, Purdue University ($1000.00)                                                                                  

2010, 2014  Wilson Recruitment Scholarship, Purdue University ($10,000.00)                                                                                  
   

LICENSURE & CERTIFICATION 
 



 
   

GRADUATE CLINICAL EXPERIENCE 
 

  Audiology Extern 

2013 – 2014  Riley Hospital for Children, Indianapolis, IN  

¶ Fourth Year                                                                                                   

2013  Otolaryngology Associates, Carmel, IN       

¶ Third Year                                                                                                                   

2012  Logansport Memorial Hospital, Logansport, IN            

¶ Third Year                                                                                                
   

  Graduate Clinician  

2010 – 2012  M.D. Steer Audiology Clinic, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN                                                                                
   

 

 


