
Humanities Institute Summer Faculty Research Grants (2005 – 2024) 
 
*Evaluated by the HI Faculty Advisory Board. $50,000 is awarded annually (applicants may apply for a max of 
$5,000).  Open to all tenure-earning and tenured CAS faculty. 

2024 

1. Heide Castaneda (Anthropology) Living Indigeneity through Language: Tamazight (Re)Vitalization in 
Morocco 

2. Peter Funke (SIGS) The Epoch of Crisis: Capitalism and Wave of Struggle From 1990 to Today 
3. Kiran Jayaram (Anthropology) Creating a Digital Archive of Haitian Creole Proverbs 
4. Rebecca Johns (School of Geosciences) Discourses of Interconnectivity at the Natural History Museum of Los 

Angeles: Transformative, Affective and Place-based Narratives of the Human-Nature Relationship 
5. Elena Lesley (Anthropology) Telepresence as Relational Tool: Remaking Healthcare and the (Virtual) 

Therapeutic Encounter in Post-Conflict Cambodia 
6. Ratna Okhai (School of Public Affairs) Lived Experience Perceptions of the 2023 Maui Wildfires 
7. Heather O’Leary (Anthropology) Transnational Frameworks for Gender Equality in Water and Sanitation 
8. David Ponton III (SIGS) Hatred and Self-Hatred in the Black Male Vulnerability Thesis 
9. Xizhen Qin (World Languages) Pathways to Advanced Chinese Learners in the US 
10. Diane Wallman (Anthropology) Analysis and Interpretation of Jaguar and Puma Teeth Pendants from the La 

Soye Archaeological Site, Dominica, West Indies 
11. Katherine Yaw (World Languages) Foreign Language Students’ Perception of Spoken Language Varieties 

2023 

1. Zaib un Nisa Aziz (History) Nations Ascendant: The Global Campaign Against Empire and the Making of Our 
World  

2. Gil Ben-Herut (Religious Studies) “Rav Yehuda the Hindua”: Identity Building at the Margins of the Rabbinic 
World 

3. Scott Ferguson (Humanities & Cultural Studies) Affordance: What Counts as Technology 
4. J. Michael Francis (History) Native Bound/Unbound: Indigenous Enslavement in the Americas, 1492-1607 
5. David Johnson (History) “This is no laughing matter”: Gay and Lesbians in the 1972 U.S. Presidential Election 
6. Dillon Mahoney (Anthropology) Trails to Indigenous New Hampshire 
7. Alejandro Márquez (SIGS) Building solidarity: Fighting the Odds in the Immigrant Rights Movement 
8. Rachel May (Humanities & Cultural Studies) Collective Memory in Post Conflict Colombia 
9. Adriana Novoa (History) Masculinity and scientific thought in Argentina 
10. Adrian O’Connor (History) Assassination: On concepts and killings 
11. Joshua Rayman (Philosophy) “Kant’s Nietzscheanism/Nietzsche’s Kantianism: Resonances in their Political 

Theory"  
4. Matthew Kessler (World Languages) Conducting genre-based research: A methodological guide 
5. Julia Koets (English) Someone Will Remember Us: A Collection of Essays on Queerness, Loss, Memory, & 

Poetry 
6. 



7. Janna Merrick and Jody McBrien (School of Interdisciplinary Global Studies, TPA and SM) In Search of Safety: 
Refugees, Asylum-Seekers, and Irregular Immigrants in Italy 

8. David Rubin (Women's and Gender Studies) Pandemic Feminism 
9. Amy Rust (Humanities and Cultural Studies) Props for an Ecological Age 

2021 

1. Kristin Allukian (English) 



1. Kristin Allukian (English) Linked Labors: American Women Writers Confront Slavery and Capitalism, 1833-
1910 

2. Holly Dunn (School of Interdisciplinary Global Studies) Emergent Law and Justice: The Unanticipated 
Outcomes of Legal Reform in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

3. Peter Funke (School of Interdisciplinary Global Studies) Logics of Social Movement Politics  
4. Matthew King (History) The Muslim Communities of Medieval Malta 
5. Patrizia La Trecchia (World Languages) Gastronomic Landscapes: Politics of Taste, Place, and Sustainability in 

Italian Media and Culture 
6. Jolaosho Omotayo (Africana Studies- School of Interdisciplinary Global Studies) Three Women (Break the 

Silence): A Performance Ethnography on Gender and Sexuality in South Africa 
7. Frances Ramos (History) The Rebirth of the Spanish Empire: Rumor, Propaganda, and the Crisis over 

Monarchical Succession  
8. David Rubin (Women’s and Gender Studies) Intersex and Trans Rage: Mobilizing Negative Affect 
9. 





9. David Ruben (Women's & Gender Studies) "Intersex Matters: Embodiments at the Nexus of Biomedicine, 






