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Education 
 
Ph.D.  Foreign Affairs, University of Virginia, 1997 
M.A.  Foreign Affairs, University of Virginia, 1992 
B.A.  Anthropology, College of William and Mary, 1984 
 
Books 
 
Thomas W. Smith, Human Rights and War Through Civilian Eyes (Philadelphia: University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 2017).  
 
Thomas W. Smith, History and International Relations (London: Routledge, 1999). 
 
Refereed Articles & Book Chapters 
 
Thomas W. Smith, “Leviathan’s Architect: Urbicide, Urban Renewal, and the Right to the 

City in Turkish Kurdistan,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 44 (2022), pp. 387-416. 
 
Thomas W. Smith, “’O War, Thou Son of Hell!’ Grasping the Carnage in Syria,” Human Rights 

Quarterly, 



Thomas W. Smith, “Leveraging Norms: The ECHR and Human Rights Reform in Turkey.” In 
Zehra Arat (ed.) Human Rights Policies and Prospects in Turkey (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007), pp. 262-274. 

 
Thomas W. Smith, “Civic Nationalism and Ethnocultural Justice in Turkey,” Human Rights 

Quarterly, Vol. 27 (2005), pp. 436-470. 
 

Thomas W. Smith, “Between Allah and Atatürk: Liberal Islam in Turkey,” International 
Journal of Human Rights, Vol. 9 (2005), pp. 307-325. 

 
Thomas W. Smith, “The Politics of Conditionality: The European Union and Human Rights in 

Turkey.” In Paul Kubicek (ed.) The European Union and Democratization (London: 
Routledge, 2003), pp. 111-

 



Neta C. Crawford, Accountability for Killing: Moral Responsibility for Collateral Damage in 
America’s Post-9/11 Wars, Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 36 (2014), pp. 958-61. 

 
David Forsythe, The Humanitarians: The International Committee of the Red Cross in Human 

Rights Quarterly, Vol. 30 (2008), pp. 211-215. 
 
Tony Evans, The Politics of Human Rights: A Global Perspective in The Global Review of 

Ethnopolitics, Vol. 1 (2001), pp. 93 – 95. 
 
Dietrich Jung and Wolfango Piccoli, Turkey at the Crossroads: Ottoman Legacies and a 

Greater Middle East in The Global Review of Ethnopolitics, Vol. 3 (2004). 
 
Christopher Houston, Islam, Kurds and the Turkish Nation State in The Global Review of 

Ethnopolitics, Vol. 2 (June 2002), pp. 130-132. 
 
Alida Brill (ed.) A Rising Public Voice: Women in Politics Worldwide, in Millennium: Journal of 

International Studies, Vol. 25 (Winter 1996), pp. 738-39. 
 
Academic Appointments 
 
University of South Florida, Professor of Political Science (2017-present); Associate 
Professor of Political Science (2005-2017); Assistant Professor of Political Science (2000-
2005).  
 
Koç University, Istanbul (1997 – 2000), Assistant Professor of International Relations 
   
Wake Forest University (Spring 1996), Visiting Instructor, Department of Politics 
 
Visiting Scholar 
 
Stanford University (2007-2008). Research on international humanitarian law. 
 
Harvard University Center for Middle Eastern Studies (June – September 1999).  
 
Administrative Positions 
 
Acting Campus Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences, 2022-present. In collaboration with 
the CAS dean, oversee the campus’s largest college, with oversight of budget and finance, 
research, and faculty and staff, as well as campus-specific academic programs, fundraising, 
community engagement, among other duties.  
 
Associate Dean of the Judy Genshaft Honors College (2020-2022); formerly Director of the 
University of South Florida St. Petersburg Honors Program (2005-2020). Recruit and advise 
honors students, schedule and staff honors courses, help organize the undergraduate 



research symposium, fundraise, mount scholarly events, manage two lecture series, 
develop and assess curriculum, oversee a state budget as well as multiple foundation 
accounts. 
 
Co-founder of the St. Petersburg Conference on World Affairs, 2013-present. The 
conference is presented each February by USFSP in cooperation with a group of civic-
minded Tampa Bay citizens. The conference is a flagship event on campus. More than 2,000 
people attend the conference each year. 
 
Research Expertise 
 
Human Rights, International Humanitarian Law, International Relations Theory, Turkish 
Politics. 
 
University Service, Last Five Years 
 

1. Chair, Regional Chancellor Search Committee, 2021-2022 
2. Member, SIGS T&P Committee, 2020-2021 
3. Member, Political Theory search committee, 2021-2022 
4. Chair, College of Arts & Sciences Tenure & Promotion Committee, 2019-2020 
5. Member, USF Consolidation Working Group - Research (2018-2019) 
6. Member, USF Consolidation Working Group – Honors (2018-2019) 
7. Member, USF Consolidation Curriculum Committee – Political Science (2019) 
8. Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (2016-2018) 
9. Associate Chair, Department of History & Politics (2016-2020) 
10. Chair, American Politics Search Committee (2018) 
11. Chair, American Politics Search Committee (2017) 
12. 



2015 Nikolai N. Khaladjan International Award for Innovation in Higher Education from the 
American Association of University Administrators for mounting the St. Petersburg 
Conference on World Affairs. 
 
Professional & Community 
 
Book Prize Reviewer, 







“Human Rights and the jus in bello in Asymmetric Warfare: Lessons from the 2009 Gaza 
War,” International Studies Association 55th Annual Convention, Toronto, March 26-29, 
2014. 
 
“Humanity’s Law: Human Rights and the Laws of War,” International Studies Association 54th 
Annual Convention, San Francisco, April 2-5, 2013. 
 
“Collateral Damage: The View from Human Rights,” International Studies Association, San 
Diego, April 4, 2012. 
 
“Humanitas in bello: Human Rights and the Norms of Modern War,” International Studies 
Association, Montréal, Québec, Canada, March 16 – 19, 2011. 
  
“Human Rights & Humanitarian Law,” International Studies Association South, St. Pete Beach, 
FL, October 22, 2010. 
 
“War, Human Rights, and the Civilian Idea,” International Studies Association South, Nashville, 
TN, Oct. 19, 2009. 
 
“The Banality of Collateral Damage” International Studies Association, New York City, February 
15, 2009. 
 
“Strategy and Atrocity in Contemporary Western Warfare,” International Studies Association 
South Conference, Ashland Virginia, October 19, 2008. 
 
“Can Human Rights Build a Better War?” International Studies Association Conference, San 
Francisco, CA, March 26-29, 2008. 
 
“The EU and Human Rights in Turkey: Political Freedom without Social Welfare?” (with Zehra 
Arat) International Studies Association Conference, Chicago, IL, March 1, 2007. 
 
“Protecting Civilians  . . . or Soldiers: Humanitarian Law and the Economy of Risk in Iraq.” 
International Studies Association – South Conference, Birmingham, AL, October 21, 2006. 
 
“Counter-insurgency and Collective Punishment in Iraq.” International Studies Association 
Conference, San Diego, March 22, 2006. 
Invited Workshop Participant, “IR/IL and the enforcement of international humanitarian law: 
Have we experienced a reality check?” International Studies Association Conference, San Diego, 
March 23, 2006 
 
“Between Allah & Ataturk: Liberal Islam in Turkey,” International Studies Association South 
Conference, Miami, Nov. 3-5, 2005. 
 





 



“Turkey and Global Authoritarianism,” Unitarian Universalists of St. Petersburg, October 21, 
2018. 
 
“War Through Civilian Eyes,” Florida Holocaust Museum, September 12, 2018. 
 
“Human Rights and War Through Civilian Eyes,” Unitarian Universalists of St. Petersburg, 
January 21, 2018. 
 
“Aleppo and the Plight of Civilians in War,” Shorecrest Preparatory School, November 16, 
2016. 
  
“Human Rights and War Through Civilian Eyes,” Tampa Bay Times Festival of Reading, 
November 12, 2016. 
 
“Turkey on the Edge: The Neighborhood’s Gone to Hell and It’s No Fun at Home Either.” St. 



“Pacifism and the Just War” First Presbyterian Church, St. Petersburg, FL Oct. 5, 2008. 
 
Moderator, Journalists & War Conference, University of South Florida, St. Petersburg, February 
16-17, 2007. 
 
“Turkey: Ataturk, Allah and the European Union,” St. Petersburg and North Pinellas League of 
Women Voters, Feb. 17, 2007. 
 
“The Women’s Movement in Turkey.” Indonesian Women’s Delegation Campus Visit, University 
of South Florida, April 5, 2005. Sponsored by the American Council of Young Political Leaders 
and the U.S. State Department. 
 
“The Ethics of the Bomb,” Florida Humanities Council, April 20, 2002. 
 
“Terrorism and Political Islam,” League of Women Voters of Pinellas County, February 4, 2002. 
 
“Central Asia at the Crossroads: Understanding the Crisis,” USF-St. Petersburg, Oct. 30, 2001 
 
“Civil Liberties and the War on Terrorism,” Pinellas County Democratic Party – St. Petersburg, 
FL, Sept. 25, 2001. 
 
“Ethics & International Relations,” Middle East Technical University, Ankara, April 12, 2000. 
 
“The United Nations in Theory and Practice,” South-Eastern European United Nations 
Conference, Sofia, Bulgaria, December 10-15, 1998 
 
“Turkey’s Pastiche Politics,” Washington & Lee University, Lexington, Virginia, January 26, 
1999 
 
“International Relations in Theory and Practice,” Miller Center of Public Affairs, The 
University of Virginia, July 1997. 
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