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Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree 
Study for the M.A. degree should ideally be completed within three calendar years beyond the 
baccalaureate degree, and all courses and degree requirements must be finished within five years. These 
requirements include the following: 
 

Required Coursework 
 
The M.A. degree requires a minimum of 30 credit hours beyond the baccalaureate degree, and 26 credit 
hours must be in formally structured (graded) courses. 

http://catalog.usf.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=9&poid=2890&returnto=996
http://catalog.usf.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=9&poid=2890&returnto=996
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Selection of a Research Advisor and Supervisory Committee 
 
M.A. students are required to choose an advisor by the beginning of the second semester. This is one of 
the most important decisions a student will make during his or her graduate career. The research advisor 
will provide mentorship and serve as 

/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/annual_progress_report.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/annual_progress_report.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/ma_review_article_coversheet.pdf
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Selection of Research Advisor and Supervisory Committee 
 
M.S. students are required to choose a research advisor (also referred to as the major professor) by the 
beginning of the second semester. This is one of the most important decisions a student will make during 
his or her graduate career. The research advisor will provide mentorship and serve as chair of the 
student’s Supervisory Committee that will assist the student in the selection of graduate coursework and 
the evaluation of progress.  
 
The Supervisory Committee must have at least three members, including the advisor, who have the Ph.D. 
degree and hold a tenured or tenure-track faculty appointment in the Department of Chemistry. Students 
should complete the Graduate Student Supervisory Committee Appointment Form and turn it into the 
Graduate Coordinator.   
 
Students are required to meet with their Supervisory Committee at least once a year in order to update 
the committee on their progress in coursework, teaching duties, and other related activities. An annual 
progress report form must be completed each year by the student and signed by all committee members.   

/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/committeeform.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/annual_progress_report.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/annual_progress_report.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/thesis-defense.doc
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/thesis-defense.doc
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/successful-defense-masters.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/etd_certificate_of_approval_form.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/etd_certificate_of_approval_form.pdf


  

USF Department of Chemistry              Last revised on: 11/13/2019  

Department of Chemistry 2022-2023 Graduate Student Handbook 

  
Page 8 of 16  

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Degree 
 
The Ph.D. degree is the highest academic degree offered by our program, and is entirely focused on 
innovative research in the chemical sciences. Preference for funding support from the department is 
given to Ph.D. students. The Chemistry Department allows students with bachelor’s degrees to apply for 
the Ph.D. and does not require master’s level coursework prior to entry. 
 
Study for the Ph.D. degree must be completed within five years beyond the baccalaureate degree, and all 
courses and degree requirements must be finished within seven years. These requirements include the 
following: 
 
All Ph.D. students must complete the following as part of the 72 required credit hours (Post-

Baccalaureate) or 42 credit hours (Post-Master’s): 

Core Requirements (9 Credit Hours) 

Advanced Research in Chemistry (CHM 6978) – 3 Credit Hours 

¶ Students typically take Advanced Research in Chemistry in their first or second 

semester of the program.   

Graduate Seminars in Chemistry (CHM 6935) – 6 credit Hours 

¶ Students will register for 1 credit hour of Graduate Seminar each semester in 

http://catalog.usf.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=9&poid=2890&returnto=996
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Promotion to Candidacy 
 

Promotion to Candidacy is the first official milestone to progress towards earning the Ph.D.  The student 
will present a written document outlining his or her research progress and future plans to the 
Supervisory Committee before the end of the third semester (excluding summers). This research 
summary must be presented orally to the committee. A successful oral defense results in the student 
being promoted to candidacy for the Ph.D. degree.  
 

The student is expected to meet the following, minimum, requirements before scheduling the Candidacy 

meeting:  

¶ Be an active member of a research group, 

¶ have selected a full committee,  

¶ be producing data (that will ultimately be defended in the oral presentation),  

¶ have plans for carrying out future research (again, that is to be presented orally). 

 

 The student must produce a written document that clearly lays out  

¶ background and significance of their current and/or future research plans  

¶ appropriate citations from relevant literature,  

¶ data that supports the aforementioned research plans,  

/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/report_of_research_progress_and_future_plans.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/report_of_research_progress_and_future_plans.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/report_of_research_progress_and_future_plans.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/a2c_form.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/a2c_form.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/a2c_form.pdf
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Original Research Proposal (ORP) Examination 
 

After being promoted to candidacy, the student must prepare and defend an original research proposal to 
his or her Supervisory Committee. Successfully defending an Original Research Proposal is the second 
official milestone to progress towards earning the Ph.D.   
 
The topic of the ORP must be approved by the student’s research advisor and Supervisory Committee. 

The approval of the topic for the original research proposal (as indicated on the topic approval form) 

does NOT need to be unanimous if the Major Professor is among the majority of the committee in 

approving the topic. In the event that there is a lack of unanimity, the committee shall discuss prior to a 

final decision.  

/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/approval_of_orp.pdf
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Research Data Presentation 

 
At least one semester prior to the final defense for the Ph.D. degree, each student must deliver a research 
data presentation to his or her Supervisory Committee. 

/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/research-data-presentation.pdf


/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/request-dissertation-defense.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/request-dissertation-defense.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/dissertation-defense-announcement.doc
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/dissertation-defense-announcement.doc
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/successful-defense-doctoral.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/etd_certificate_of_approval_form.pdf
/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/etd_certificate_of_approval_form.pdf
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